
2019 FOOD TRUCK PARTNERSHIP 

 

Grow Benzie is a non-profit organization located near the Sleeping Bear Dunes National Park in northwest 
lower Michigan. Founded in 2008, this community farmstead was previously an abandoned commercial 
nursery with three 5,000 sqft greenhouses, a 3,200 sqft ranch house, and a 4,500 sqft retail building.  The 
mission of Grow Benzie is to increase access to healthful foods, jobs, life skills and each other and 
provide a space that nurtures this activity.  As an educational agritourism destination, year-round public 
events include potlucks and concerts, classes and workshops including gardening (in our hoop houses), 
culinary and nutrition (in our commercial kitchen), sewing and knitting (in our sewing studio), and a weekly 
farmers market (in our event center and picnic area).  Grow Benzie is also the umbrella organization for 
four guilds- including fiber, beekeeping, soil/compost, and seeds. In 2016 Grow Benzie added a food truck 
to its portfolio and in 2017 received a grant from Traverse City Rotary Charities to enhance its 4-acre 
community space with expanded accessibility, connecting learning stations and property gardens with 
edible trails & signage, and building a living mini-golf course with raised beds and natural ground cover. 

Responsibilities
Grow Benzie is looking for an aspiring chef or food entrepreneur interested in partnering throughout the 
summer of 2019. The food truck manager will be solely responsible for the operations and management of 
the truck, while Grow Benzie provides the infrastructure and support listed below. Payment structure is 
negotiable, with the primary goal being to provide accelerated learning opportunities in the local food 
system. Responsibilities include: plan and schedule events May-September including weekends and 
holidays; create menu focused on fresh and local food, sourcing from nearby farms, farm markets, and 
local producers; proficiency in menu creation, budgeting, and food economics; keeps inquiry and 
confirmed schedule report updated for Grow Benzie management team; manage truck at Elberta Farmers 
Market on Thursdays from 7:30am-1:00pm; Manage truck at Grow Benzie’s Farmers Market on Mondays 
from 3:00pm-7:00pm.



What is the food truck history?
Goodwill Industries purchased the food truck in 2014 for their MI Fresh Start job training program.  After 
two seasons, and a crowding market in Traverse City, Goodwill offered the opportunity for Grow Benzie to 
lease the truck in 2016 for job training and pursuing Grow Benzie’s mission of “connecting people to 
healthful foods, jobs, life skills and each other.” We received grants to help us pay for a part-time manager 
and other operating costs, plus received a generous beef donation from the Grand Traverse Regional 
Land Conservancy.  In addition to Grow Benzie and Elberta Farmers Markets, you could find our truck at 
private parties and weddings, festivals (Arcadia Daze, Frankfort Art/Craft), regional events including 
Kalkaska’s Conservation District annual, 4th of July in Frankfort and the Benzie Historical Society annual 
party, music venues including St. Ambrose Cellars and Iron Fish Distillery, and the Sarah Hardy Farmers 
Market in Traverse City where we led demonstrations utilizing produce purchased from on-site vendors. In 
2017 and 2018, we shifted to become an incubator food truck, where we partnered with entrepreneurs 
looking to launch their own food businesses. In 2017, Chef Hayden focused on private caterings and big 
events such as Electric Forest and Spirit of the Woods Festivals. A year later, Chef Loghan dedicated his 
summer to promoting his plant-based menu and company “Planted Cuisine” at pop up events and 
regularly scheduled venues including Stormcloud Brewing Company.

What does Grow Benzie provide?
Food truck w/grill and ancillary exhaust system, steam table, refrigerator, 3-compartment sink, hand 
washing sink, serving station; access to Grow Benzie’s 1,500 sq ft licensed commercial kitchen with stove, 
oven, mixers, dishwasher, reach-in refrigerators and freezers, and storage; access to fresh produce from 
our on-site gardens and weekly farmers markets, support staff, existing/new event leads, marketing 
platform including website and social media sites.

Contact:
Josh Stoltz, Executive Director

josh@GrowBenzie.org, 231-882-9510
5885 Frankfort Highway (M-115), Benzonia, Michigan 49616

www.GrowBenzie.org

mailto:josh@GrowBenzie.org

