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Dear Friend,

What a day!
Grow Benzie is now the partner site for: a 10-week “Mom Power” group, the after school hangout 
for high schoolers a minimum of two days a week, and as the Benzonia-Beulah playgroup center 
for toddlers and parents who will learn about food through sensory and nutrition integration. And 
we’re doing all of this with partner organizations to continue our mission and combine resources 
rather than duplicate services. It feels SO good to see the parking lots full of cars and our buildings 
brimming with happy faces. Just a few years ago, many of these people had never heard of Grow 
Benzie, and now they’re referring their friends and families to our events.

What a week!
Our new Americorps VISTA has been rocking in her role since she started in August. Peyton has been 
helping us build capacity through the development of our facility rentals, and is implementing systems 
to help Grow Benzie streamline our rentable spaces including the event center, commercial kitchen, 
and studio offices. Over 400 people attended 13 different events and activities at Grow Benzie this 
week, and I hope you’re as proud as I am of the work we’ve accomplished at building our earned 
income as a consistent and reliable revenue stream.

What a month!
“Farmer Carol” graduated from the Organic Farm Training Program at Michigan State University and 
will now manage Grow Benzie’s programs including our 2019 farm class series, guilds, and potluck 
discussions which start again in January. Carol was the “Woman of Many Hats” working for us part-
time at Grow Benzie this year, and is now also preparing to take on the role as our new Incubator 
Farmer next season. So with Carol and Peyton taking on these responsibilities, you can see how years 
of hard work are really paying off for our organization. Smart growth, lean budget, and intentional 
program development and coordination have given us deep roots as a community asset.



What a year!
You’ve witnessed it.  You’ve been a part of it.  We have nearly 200,000 video views on social media. 
This year we’re pushing the 10,000 mark for number of people attending events at, or hosted by, 
Grow Benzie. Our annual Bayou in the Barn fund raiser had 1,400 people in attendance helping us 
raise over $30,000 in one night. We had 18 students 
from four different organizations work at Grow Benzie 
this summer, learning job skills from building and lawn 
maintenance, to farming, to customer service and sales 
at our Farmers Market, to preparing and serving food in 
our food truck. I get verklempt when a student asks for 
a letter of recommendation, or like last week when one 
of our after school kids asked for a connection with the 
local broadband company for an internship. Over 1,300 
guests were introduced and enjoyed Chef Loghan’s plant 
based cuisine from our food truck this year, and he spent 
$5,500 on local produce, beans, grains, flours & syrups.

What a decade!
Aw geez. Now I’m all choked up with these “feel good butterflies.” Looking back on a decade of 
Grow Benzie has an awful lot of YOU in the picture. Sure, your financial donations are the name of 
the game in the non-profit world and we need you, but the history of Grow Benzie is more than that. 
A lot of you have been with us from the humble beginnings as a dream and with barrels full of elbow 
grease. Thank you for staying engaged and believing in the potential of what our community center 
could be.  A lot of you are fairly new to Grow Benzie and share your enthusiasm for what we’re doing 
through social media, donations, and participation.  Thank you for walking the talk and supporting 
your values through community building in people and place in Benzie County.

Do you agree?
With your support, Grow Benzie has made significant community impact 
both inside Benzie County and around the region. Please consider 
making a contribution to Grow Benzie and help us maintain this work 
of connecting people to healthful foods, jobs, life skills, and each other. 

In gratitude

Josh Stoltz
Executive Director
(m) 231-640-0200, josh@GrowBenzie.org

PS.  If you prefer to donate online, it’s only a couple clicks away: www.GrowBenzie.org

PPS. We’re growing our board and support teams in 2019, too!
Contact me to learn more about opportunities. 


