
 

June 1, 2019 

Hello Compost Companions!  

My name is Lacie Grieves and this season at Grow Benzie, I will be managing the grounds as 
a part of a college internship. 

I was certified as a Master Gardener in 2014 in southeast Michigan but my love for ecology, 
compost, and horticulture has sent me on a deeper career path in Landscape Management. I 
am now enrolled at NMC and MSU in Traverse City, majoring in plant science. Last semester, I 
completed a composting course through MSU to deepen my understanding of microbiology 
and more important, how to close the food system loop. For my final project, I chose the topic 
Community Composting so that I could take the information I learned, and figure out how to 
educate and engage the community on such endeavors as well. I also wanted to figure out the 
best, fool-proof plan for managing the compost in the most efficient, productive, and effective 
way so that we all may enjoy the gifts of a finished product. 

If you have dropped off food scraps in the last couple weeks here at Grow Benzie, you may 
have noticed some changes from the previous system. These changes are still in 
development, however, should be finished towards the end of June. Please continue to bring 
your food scraps but please dump them in the designated area. Signs are posted as to where 
you may dump them. When the new composting system is finished, I will be hosting a meeting 
with the Grow Benzie Composting Members, such as yourself, so we can all get on the same 
page with the new system.  

Until then, I highly recommend reading Rodale's Book of Composting. For me, it was a life 
changing reference book that expanded my understanding of environmental science far 
beyond the compost bin! More specifically, the new Grow Benzie community composting 
program will be adopting the 3-bin system method as taught in the Rodale book. This 
information will help to familiarize you with the new system before we proceed full force.  
I look forward to meeting you all soon! Please, don't hesitate to ask any questions. 
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