
A note on this email: MIFiberShed e-announcements now come directly from my own account. No hard feelings if you 
want to unsubscribe! Just reply to this email with the subject head “unsubscribe me” and I will do so immediately. To 
be added, send an email with the subject head “add me.”  
 

Snowfu! (situation normal, snow in April) When I first started compiling 

this newsletter, we were having a blizzard. And a couple of days later it snowed again. Meanwhile, 
MIFiberShed stuff keeps *happening* at such a rate, it's hard to keep up. Things are ... snowballing!  
 

3/23 Doug and Sally Cook finished 
setting up our loom, a generous 
donation from Alice Baker! So much 
work goes into it. You can see the work 
the Cooks make on their Etsy store, 
Spring Valley Artisans. We still need to 
replace a couple of the harness cords, 
on the loom but we hope to have a 
weaving try-out station in action soon. 
Cathy Siterlet, a weaver and weaving 
instructor, put a flyer for her classes on 
our bulletin board. She also knows how 
you can get a scholarship to learn to 
weave, so if you’re interested, check 
out our board. 
 

4/8 April workshop, No. 16 Approaches to Patches. Apologies for not getting an email 
announcement out before this 
happened. Be consoled that 
patch making will be ongoing 
at MIFiberShed for the 
forseeable, and I will always be 
happy to pass on my 
addiction. We made different 
sorts of patches, for both 
decorative and practical 
purposes (two are shown 
here), and we have so much 
incredible, inspiring pictorial 

and textural 
fabric and high-
end trim samples 
that are great for 
patches. Frances 
Townsend was 
here the same 
day rehabbing 
two of our finest 
old machines, the 



Necchi and a Sears Kenmore. We’re now fully kitted out with six high-functioning machines you can 
use during our hours, including a serger. 
 
4/12–4/26 The Regional Student Art Exhibition is up now through April 26 at the Oliver Art 
Center in Frankfort. It includes impressive fiber-based artwork, some of it made using MIFi 
materials. Definitely check out this large and inspiring show full of work by talented kids. Frankfort 
schools art instructor Kristine Harvey deserves a lot of credit and gratitude for the tremendous 
output of her students! 

4/20 Saturday (tomorrow!) Grow 
Benzie hosts a free community 
screening of How We Grow  at the Garden 

Theater in Frankfort as part of their annual membership 
drive. Come out and meet local Benzie farmers during 
the panel discussion and support the work of our 
growing-in-all-senses community center home. The 
documentary, about young farmers in the Roaring Fork 
Valley of western Colorado, will be followed by a live 
discussion with Josh Stoltz (Executive Director of Grow 
Benzie), Carissa Savage (Lost Lake Farm), Bernie Ware 
(Ware Farm), Chad Van Tol (Cold Creek Farm), Carol 
Bontekoe (New Dawn Fields) and moderated by Joseph 
Beyer (Executive Director of Michigan Legacy Art Park). 
You’re invited to become a member of Grow Benzie at 
any level starting at $1. 3:30 pm, doors open; 4 pm, 
screening; 5 pm, Farmer Panel Discussion. 
 
4/22 For Earth Day, Monday April 22, Kristine 

Harvey's first 
graders at 
Frankfort–
Elberta 
Elementary 
will be at the 
Frankfort 
Family Fare 
distributing 
upcycled 
market bags 
she made with 
fabric from 
MIFiberShed 
that the kids 
customized 
with their own 
drawings. (The 
orange straps 

are lumber straps from Honor Building Supply.) They're trying to encourage a reduction of the 

http://oliverartcenterfrankfort.org/gallery-gift-shop/exhibition-calendar
http://oliverartcenterfrankfort.org/gallery-gift-shop/exhibition-calendar


plastic that scourges our land and lakes. You might want to get yourself to the Family Fare at noon. 
These bags are really gorgeous. 

 
4/26 NMEAC Awards Ceremony MIFiberShed made the cut of nominations for a NMEAC 
Environmentalist of the Year Award! Aubrey Ann Parker started the nomination ball rolling; thanks, 
Aubrey! The awards ceremony is from 5:30 to 9 pm, at Milliken Auditorium at NMC in Traverse 
City. It’s $30 at the door to attend. If you decide to go, I hope you'll consider sporting something, 
anything, from MIFiberShed too, perhaps one of Kelly Clare's great prayer-flag-like prints she made 
on upholstery sample fabric (you can have one for free!), or something you made at a workshop or 
on your own, and we can all stand up and say we're part of the solution together! As added incentive 
to attend, Seth Bernard will be among the musical guests. 

4/29 We’ll be celebrating National Zipper Day with an informal workshop in which we attempt to 
put zippers into things, such as pillow cases, bags, and even clothing. Bring your own project or find 
materials here. We have lots of zippers! Denise Fiegel will be there to keep us on the straight and 
narrow. 

5/13 The May 13 workshop topic is still up for grabs, so if you have any requests, respond to this 
email.   

More Making News... Over at Benzie Central, 

hard-core Fibershedder, librarian, and seamstress Polly 
Gillison is running a sewing group with her students, and 
last I heard, Ally Young was far along on her second quilt. 
Here she is with the first one, made with fabric from guess 
where. … Denise Fiegel, who taught our reusable Swiffer 
pad workshop, sewed up an order of 22 pads for 
Stormcloud Brewery/The Garden Theater. Rumor has it that 
Watervale might be interested in some… 5/15 Is the 
deadline for 
registration for the 
Habitat for 
Humanity 
UpCycled Art 
and Crafts 
Exhibit & 
Auction, which 
will be held June 
14 and 15 at Grow 
Benzie. Come get 
your salvaged 
materials at 
MIFiberShed! 

 

Fibersheds Everywhere 
Thanks, new Fibershedder Fran Finocchio, for letting us 
know about this Fibershed network website, and 
specifically the Great Lakes Fibershed based in Detroit! 
We’re going to have to pay them a visit sometime.  

https://www.facebook.com/k.c.by.the.bay?fref=gs&__tn__=%2CdK-R-R&eid=ARAsuJoshzqhWwM35fSBwV-UHMSPVQjoPOmf9hQxX1vSgfGkVOmNOH2D8iVXKw9qiS7yiPStKROOXjwu&dti=418602721837721&hc_location=group
https://www.fibershed.com/affiliate/great-lakes-fibershed/


 

 Premium As we get more machines tuned up, 

more will become available for reasonable prices, along 
with our other premium cash-sale items. 
 

MIFi Lending Library—Check it out!  

 
~~~~~EVERGREEN INFO~~~~~ 

* As always, be sure to check the Facebook group page 
for last-minute weather-related closures, or text/call me 
at 231-399-0098 if you're not sure whether to brave the 
roads. Follow/share the hashtag #mifibershed on 
Instagram for fun pics of donations and projects. 
• Clothing items must be freshly laundered and 

fabric/yarn should be not mothballed or smoke-filled—there will be a sniff test! We accept shoes 
only in like-new condition. No wall-to-wall carpet. Donations and shopping must be done during 
MIFiberShed hours: Monday noon to 7 and Saturday 9 to 4. Come use a sewing machine, shop 
for clothing and fabric using your Fibercredits (lb for lb) or cash/check $1/lb for clothes, $5/lb for 
yarn, unless otherwise marked. If you would like to teach a class, send me an email or call 231-399-
0098; you can charge what you wish and we'll negotiate a fee to Grow Benzie—let's talk! To 
volunteer to sort or help out and get special perks, gimme a shout. 
• Check your Fibercredits by following this link: MIFiberShed Fibercredit Tracker. Did you know 
that you can give your Fibercredit to a friend? Just tell your friend to tell me whose account to 
deduct the amount from. Did you know that you can buy Fibercredit for a friend? For the fabulous 
(same) rate of $1/lb. All proceeds from sales and classes go toward Fibershed expenses and keeping 
on the lights and heat. 
• We're so nice, we'll take just about anything! But please! No dropoffs. Donations are only 
accepted during our hours, Monday noon to 7 and Saturday 9 to 4. Josh and Carol and other Grow 
Benzie staff don't work for the Fibershed (which is all-volunteer run) and they have plenty of other 
stuff to do in their day besides deal with mysterious bags of things. If you leave things outside and 
they get wet and dirty, that doesn't help us solve anything. We're all in this together. If you can't get 
here during our hours, consider sending your stuff with a friend. 
 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/418602721837721/
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1Xs6rD5JWeHARYIgoWKMN6IQ2Sz3M8IFIYRuoMXRpR7E/edit?usp=sharing

